PRESS RELEASE
At ESPLANADE TRANQUILLE from October 7 to 9:

The 2022 Carnaval des Couleurs of Montreal moves its star-studded
line-up to the famous Quartier des Spectacles for the first time
(Montreal, August 31, 2022) –
After a 2021 edition held at Place Émilie-Gamelin in a context of strict sanitary measures, the Carnaval des Couleurs of
Montreal, 2022 edition, is breaking out of its usual model and is having a blast by settling for the first time in the
Quartier des spectacles, from October 7 to 9, on a major outdoor stage at the new Esplanade Tranquille at the corner of
Clark and Ste-Catherine streets in downtown Montreal.
"Already in its 4th annual edition, the Carnaval des Couleurs has established itself as a not-to-be-missed event on the
annual Montreal festival scene, at the end of the season during the Canadian Thanksgiving weekend in early October,
with a solid line-up featuring some well-known artists, in a context of cultural diversity and inclusion, and all for free,"
says Robert J. Vezina, President of the BBCM Foundation, the non-profit organization which organizes the event.
This year, the Carnaval des Couleurs, under the artistic direction of Yanick Daigle, can count on two major honorary
ambassadors: author, composer, performer and musician Corneille, as well as singer and musician Elizabeth BlouinBrathwaite. Both participated in the 2021 edition and were able to see the positive impact of this festival as a
"Gathering and celebration of multicultural and LGBTQ+ communities for the fight against racism and the fight against
homophobia", which constitutes the very essence of the event.
The public will be treated to performances by renowned and appreciated artists from various cultural communities.
Among other things, we will see and hear:
- On Friday evening, October 7, from 6 p.m., DJ and singer Sandy Duperval will set the mood before the start of
Corneille's official opening show.
- On Saturday, October 8, starting in the afternoon, the headliners will alternately be drag queen Oceane AquaBlack (participant in the Canada's Drag Race contest), singer-songwriter and pianist Florence K, and to end the
evening, the singer Jonas Tomalty and his musicians, with his new show “Undivided”.
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- On Sunday, October 9, starting in the afternoon, the public will be able to enjoy lively music and performances.
We will be treated to an indigenous show with Samuel Ojeda, then a show of authentic Cuban music with the
group Me Llamo Son. Later, a key artist of the Montreal drag scene for more than 30 years, Michel Dorion, will
present his show "Le Monde en musique" with his guests. Finally, the Carnaval will close with the beautiful
voice, music and percussions of the dynamic and energetic Elizabeth Blouin-Brathwaite, with her guest
musicians Steven Levac and Ricochet.
Saturday and Sunday at 1 p.m., open-air cinema is planned on the big screen with “Les Grands Explorateurs”, presenting
the film “Viva Argentina!”, by its director André Maurice who will be present on site and who will comment on the
screening. Made in 2016, this film takes us into the dance and stories of deep Argentina, an immense and intense
country, ending with a wonderful Argentine tango danced at night in the milongas.
Other artists from various disciplines (DJs, musicians, dancers, etc.) will animate the stage and surroundings during these
three days. Street entertainers, circus performers and multiple costumed characters will bring the site to life in a flurry
of action on October 8 and 9.
Finally, a free interactive conference open to everyone will take place on Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. in the
magnificent Pavillon de l'Esplanade Tranquille, offering four thematic workshops: the fight against homophobia, the
fight against racism, the fight against hate on the Internet, and the effect of discrimination on mental health.
The entire BBCM Foundation team, which has also been organizing the Black & Blue Festival for 31 years, during the
same Canadian Thanksgiving weekend, invites everyone, families, young and old to come and enjoy the last beautiful
moments of the festival season at the Quartier des Spectacles, with a unique and diversified event that will please
everyone (free and open to everyone!).
Consult the complete program on the www.carnivaldescouleurs.org website or on the Carnival Facebook page.
Sponsors and Partners as of August 31:
This event is produced with the collaboration of the following funding partners: Tourism Quebec, Canadian Heritage,
City of Montreal, Canada Council for the Arts, Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, Tourism Montreal et Montreal
Centre-Ville. And with the support of the following community and/or private sponsors and partners : Fugues magazine,
TV5, A&U Magazine, Air Canada, Inspired Media/The Buzz, WKND FM radio, GAP Vies, Productions Boyfriend, Edge
Media, Les Grands Explorateurs, Boi Magazine Chicago, Pink Banana Media, Montréal La Plus Heureuse, Maison Plein
Cœur, MyGayToronto, CISM FM radio, Les Galopins, Clowns Sans Frontières, Le Mois du Créole à Montréal, Native
Montreal, Fierté Littéraire, Qui Fait Quoi, Le Lien Multimédia, Canal M radio, The Walrus Magazine, Aura Web Solutions,
La Scena Musicale, Journal La Métropole, Rivendell Media, Gay Calgary Magazine, EMQ, RJV Communications, Dan
Saycool video production, Paskulin Design, Pride Montreal, CKVL Radio, Club Bolo and Dominion T-Shirts.
-30Information for the media: images and interviews are available.
CONTACT : Pierre Perreault bureau.dupresidentbbcm@gmail.com (514) 473-0430
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